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EGYPTIAN CHRONOLOGY. 
v. 


THE MOSAIC PERIOD IN RELATION TO THE TEMPLE ERA. 


WE have traced the chronology down to the Exodus date 1607 
B. C., and to the death of Moses in 1567 B. C., when the 


tribes were ready to cross Jordan and take possession of Canaan 
under the leadership of Joshua. From this date there are intervals 
of positive uncertainty all along the line of the Judges, and a well- 
grounded suspicion that some of them appear to have been Judges 
simultaneously in different sections of the country, whilst the inter- 
vals of oppression seem more or less mixed with those of peace. 
So that the era of the Judges seems hopelessly defective from a 
chronological point of view. Our object in this article will be to 
clear it of this seeming disorder. 

From the date of the Exodus 1607 B. C. to the erection of the 
Temple in 1015 B. C., or thereabout, is a difference of 1607—1015 
=592 years, distributed as follows by our new chronology : 

Under Moses 40 yon 1607— 40=1567 B. C. 
as 1567— 19=1548 ‘ 
1548—450=1098 * 
‘¢ Samuel and Saul 4o ‘** r1og8— 4o=—1058 
‘© 1058— 4o=—1018 
Solomon ‘© 1018— 3=1015 


é es 


66 


Josephus says: ‘*Solomon began to build the Temple in the 
fourth year of his reign, on the second month, 592 years after the 





94 BIBLIA. 


Exodus out of Egypt.”—Antiq. VIII. 3:1. This biblical statement 
agrees with our chronology to a year, on an Egyptian basis, and 
resting on purely Egyptian sources. Again, we read in Acts 
xiii: 20: ‘** And after that he gave them Judges about the space of 
450 years until Samuel the prophet.” 

These two historical passages from Josephus and Paul give pre- 
cisely the same result, namely, 592 years from the Exodus date of 
1607 B. C. Paul and Josephus were contemporaneous writers ; 
both well versed in the chronology of the age, and both used the 
current methods of computation in use amongst the Jews. They 
are not discussing or settling a disputed point, but simply citing the 
current every day chronology in the best Jewish schools of the 
time. And as both were living at the same time and place, trained 
in the same city, Jerusalem, and both Pharisees of the purest 
type during their early training, the coincidence and identity in their 
numbers is remarkable. 

There is, however, a passage in I. Kings which has been a 
great stumbling block to the whole chronological systems hitherto 
adopted for the Old Testament. It gives 480 years as the period 
which intervened between the Exodus and the Temple era. The 
passage reads as follows: 


‘It came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after 
the children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in 
the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month 
Zif, that he began to build the house of the Lord.”—/. Azugs 
Vie dl. 

We accept this as a definite historical statement, which may be 
taken as the basis of a chronological calculation. Like as with all 
historical periods, it must be perfectly understood, and the starting 
point definitely determined. We regard it as including the period 
of the Judges, and exc/uding all intervals of oppression and slavery 
without Judges. The total period of the Judges to the building of 
the Temple is exactly 480 years; and the total years of oppression 
and servitude is exactly 112 years, making a total of 480+112=592 
years, as given by both Josephus and Paul. For instance, the first 
oppression after the death of Joshua was by Chusan-risha-thaim, 
eight years, Eglon eighteen, Jabin twenty, Midian seven, Ammon 
eighteen, and Philistines forty years, making a total of 111 years 
and a few months, or 112 years. Whilst from 1607 of the Exodus 
date to 1015 B. C., the fourth year of Solomon’s reign, and build- 
ing of the Temple, is a period of 1607—1015=592 years. Hence 
deducting the years of oppression, 112, we have 592—112=480 
years for the time that Judges ruled ‘‘after the children of Israel 
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were come out of the land of Egypt,” or from the beginning of the 
Exodus. We therefore regard this record in I. Kings vi: 1, asa 
genuine historical statement, although it is usually regarded with 
suspicion. 

In Judges xi: 26, we have another historical statement made by 
Jephthah in his defence against the claims of the Ammonite king. 
He claims that the Israelites had held possession of the trans-Jor- 
dan territory 300 years, or since the close of the forty years’ wan- 
dering, and since Joshua took the cities and towns along the coast 
of Arnon from the Ammonite kings. His words are: 


‘‘While Isiael dwelt at Heshbon and her towns, and in Aroer 
and her towns, and in all the cities that be along by the coasts 
of Arnon, 300 years. Why therefore did ye not recover them 
within that time ?”—/udges x7: 26. 


This passage also is a definite and reliable historical statement. 
Our chronology on an Egyptian basis gives the date of Othniel’s 
rule 1540, as the first Judge after Joshua’s death in 1540, when the 
tribes were settled in all the cities along the coasts of Arnon, as de- 
scribed in this historical statement of Jephthah. The tribes were 
oppressed eight years by Cushan until 1548 B. C., when Othniel 


became Judge and ended the Cushanite servitude. Othniel ruled 
Israel until 1500 B. C., or forty years. And Jephthah alluded to 
this prosperous period when the tribes were peaceably settled and 
dwelling in the cities and towns of Arnon and its coasts, which the 
Ammonite king was then demanding from Jephthah at the date 
1229 B. C. In reply to this demand Jephthah said the tribes had 
occupied these cities and towns 300 years, ever since 1529 B. C., 
when Othniel became Judge. This is the first time that these diffi- 
cult historical passages have been explained without any forced 
adaptation of the dates. Our new chronology has helped us to 
unravel the hitherto inexplicable difficulty of these chronological 
periods of time. Indeed the best chronologists say of them: ‘‘ For 
the period between the exodus and accession of Saul the Scripture 
data are apparently irreconcilable.” And the cases we have ex- 
plained are not regarded as definite historical statements ; but this 
is the result of a defective and erroneous system of chronology. 
These dates have been truthfully recorded when properly under- 
stood. The citations above from Josephus and Paul (Acts xiii: 20), 
in relation to the period of the Judges’ 450 years, have been rejected 
by Lachmann and Tischendorf (in his last edition) on the authority 
of the earliest MSS. So in the case of Jephthah, in his relation to 
his 300 years (Judges xi: 26); they are all regarded as only rough 
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estimates, without literal exactness. But with a true chronology 
they are all seen to be perfectly reliable historical statements. 

In our table, given in No. IV., we have taken up and included 
every period named in the book of Judges, and every Judge whose 
term of office has been given and recorded. And the result proves 
that the interval of 592 years between the Exodus and Temple era, 
is the only one that satisfies all the requirements of this case. In 
all probability both Paul and Josephus clearly understood the Jew- 
ish mode of interpreting and computing the dates and periods in the 
book of Judges. It may be objected that Shamgar (Judges iii: 31) 
is not included in our list of Judges, and hence the list is defective. 
But this isonly an appearance. He has been included in the list. 
His term of service has been given under the head of Jabin’s oppres- 
sion which lasted the whole period of Shamgar’s judgeship, namely, 
twenty years. (Judges iv: 3; v: 6. 

Our illustrations of Egyptian chronology close with this article. 


S. Breswick, C. E. 
Hollidaysburg, Pa. 


THE BIRTHPLACE OF BUDDHA. 


A students of ancient Indian histery and all followers of 

Buddha are indebted to the present enlightened government 
of Nepal for the discovery of the actual spot of the long-lost birth- 
place of Buddha Sakya-Muni. On the representations made by 
the government of India, the Nepalese Prime Minister granted per- 
mission to the Archeological Surveyor of the Northwest Provinces, 
to visit the Nepal Terai this winter in order to explore the country 
for a distance of ten miles to the northwest of Mauza Nigliva, 
where now stands Kanagamma, Buddha’s Nirvana-stupa, and 
Asoka’s monolith recording that fact. General Khadga Shamsher, 
Governor of Palpa, was instructed to meet Dr. Fahrer at Nigliva, 
and to receive suggestions from him regarding the contemplated 
excavations among the ruins at this spot. 

By a lucky chance, the meeting could not take place at Nigliva, 
but came about instead fifteen miles to the northeast at Mauza Pad- 
eriya, near the tahsil of Bhagwaupur-in the Zillah of Butaul, close 
to the general’s camp. Here, in the débris of several ruined stupas, 
stood one of Asoka’s monoliths, rising about ten feet above the 
level of the surrounding ruins and covered with several pilgrims’ 
records, of which one belongs to about the ninth century. The 
archeologist’s attention was at once caught by this, and the pillar 
was unearthed to the depth of another fourteen feet, when a well- 
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preserved inscription of the great Emperor Plyaddassi or Asoka 
was found about three feet below the former level of the ruins. In 
this inscription Asoka states that, after having been anointed twenty 
years (about B. C. 239), he came himself to the garden of Lum- 
bini, worshipped, and erected several stupas and this column on the 
very spot where Lord Buddha was born, in order to commemorate 
this happy event for future generations. 

About eighteen miles northwest of this column lie vast ruins of 
stupas, monasteries, and palaces covered with forest and stretching 
in a straight line of about five miles from the village of Amouli to 
Thaura Kot on the Banyanga River, the circumference being about 
seven miles. This is the ancient site of Kapilavastu, the capital of 
Suddhsdana, Buddha’s father. The whole place is as dreary and 
desolate as when seen by Fa-Hian and Hiuen in the fourth or sixth 
centuries A. D. The Nepalese durbar had permitted a thorough 
excavation of these vast ruins during the past winter, but as the 
famine is worse in the Nepal Terai than in the adjoining British 
districts, General Khadga Shamsher thought it wiser and safer not 
to collect a great number of workmen on one spot for several 
months, and has promised to have the excavations carried out by 
his sappers and miners next winter. We may confidently expect 
great results from this exploration, as undoubtedly pre-Asoka in- 
scriptions will be turned up on the spot. 


PALESTINE EXPLORATION FUND. 


[* his well-told story of travel in Palestine, ‘‘ The Giant Cities of 
Bashan,” the Rev. J. L. Porter used, more than thirty years 
ago, language which is well worth quoting to-day : 


‘‘Nothing but excavation can settle satisfactorily and finally the 
vexed questions of Jerusalem’s topography. A week’s work in 
trenches would do more to solve existing mysteries than scores of 
volumes and years of learned research. It may well excite the 
wonder of Biblical scholars, that while the mounds of Assyria and 
Babylonia and Chaldea have been excavated at enormous cost, not 
a shilling has been expended upon the Holy City. By judicious 
excavation, under the direction of an accomplished antiquarian, the 
lines of the ancient walls, the sites of the great buildings, the 
sepulchres of the kings, and the beds of the valleys might all be 
traced. A flood of light would thus be shed upon one of the most 
interesting departments of Biblical topography; and who can tell 
what precious treasures of ancient art might be discovered? Will 
no man of influence and wealth in our country undertake this work? 
Will no learned society contribute of its funds to carry it out? Will 
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not our beloved Prince, who has already rendered such signal ser- 
vice at Hebron, render a still greater service to Biblical knowledge 
by encouraging such an enterprise?” 


This bold explorer of the almost untraversed Bashan proved to 
be a wise prophet. He wrote in 1865, and the formation of the 
Fund dates from the same year. He wasclearly right in declaring 
the necessity of excavations to settle questions, but he greatly un- 
derestimated the amount of work to be done in order to reach final 
conclusions. Off and on the work has occupied years, and still 
there is much to be added before we can say that we have done our 
full duty in Jerusalem. Indeed, all that has so far been done brings 
the work to its most interesting point rather than completes it. 
The ‘‘lines of the ancient walls” and the ‘‘ beds of the valleys” are 
now plain, but we have still the problems of the ‘‘ sites of the great 
buildings ” and the ‘‘ sepulchres of the kings.” 

This situation of the work, as done and to be done, points to 
Ophel and the eastern slope of Zion, as the localities which must 
be thoroughly worked before the Jerusalem problem is solved, and 
‘* who can tell what precious treasures of ancient art may be dis- 
covered?” 

As to the **man of influence and wealth,” mentioned above, he 
has not been found, but many people, relatively without influence 
and wealth, have come forward with generous subscriptions. This 
is better than dependence upon a single person, yet it is a little re- 
markable that, in these thirty years, not a single munificent gift has 
been made to this work and not one name has become distinguished 
for its liberal patronage. It is not too late, however, for the man 
of wealth to come forward, and the last year has been the most en- 
couraging that I have experienced. An earnest subscriber in 
Chicago writes : 


‘*¢Tt is a shame that the West is so negligent of this duty [of sub- 
scribing to the Fund]. Iam sure fewer pastors would have such 
weak churches if they made manifest those facts [illustrating the 
Scriptures]. I heard a sermon on ‘ Evolution and Does God Send 
Trouble?’ which made me indignant.” 


It is true that to many congregations a course of sermons espe- 
cially for the second Sunday service, on the passages of Scripture 
which have been made plain through excavation would be very 
satisfactory and stimulating. A pastor might make use of the 
excavations at Lachish in commenting upon Joshua x. and other 
passages, of those now going on with reference to David, Solomon 
and Hezekiah, of the recovered Pool of Bethesda with reference to 
John v., of the recently explored Pool of Siloam with reference to 
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John ix., andso on. The result would be helpful to the Fund, but 
it would be not less helpful to pastor and people. 

One of the foremost religious papers lately referred with pleasure 
to the ending of the ** muddle in the Palestine Exploration Fund.” 
The editor was quick to apologize for the slip of his pen. It is a 
matter of profound congratulation and thanksgiving to God that 
there has never been any muddle or clashing of personal or other 
interests in our affairs, nor do I see how there can be, for the very 
nature of the work begets a religious spirit, a spirit of service and 
of dependence upon the Divine Providence. 

Our present firman is out, but a renewal is expected so that the 
work on Ophel and in the Tyropeon can be finished. I gratefully 
subjoin a list of subscriptions since last statement in Brsiia for 


April, 1897: 


W. W. Atterbury, D.D... . Geo. K. MacNaught, Esq. . $2 50 
Prof. J. Binney, D.D.. ... Alex Maitland, Esq 
D, J. Brimin, Esq Mrs. E. H. Pearson 
Rev, A. A. Brockway... . Miss Caroline Rawson. . . . 2 50 
Miss L. Freeman Clark. . . MRS. OLIVIAE. P. STOKES 25 00 
Congregational Library . . . W. Straus, Esq 5 00 
Cornell University Hon. Oscar S, Straus. . . . 5 00 
Rev. Henry Dickie Syracuse City Library. . . . 5 00 
: Jo Baste, PED... 5. 6 Prof. J. H. Thayer,D. D.. . 5 00 
s. Henry Farnam D. L. Webster, Esq... . . 5 00 
. Wm. Huike Mrs, J. C. Whitin 5 00 
. J. A. Johnston. . .:.. Rev. E. R. Woodman. . . . 5 00 
C, P. Keith, Esq Rev. John Worcester. . . . 5 00 
MISS LOUISE KENNEDY. 25 S. B. Wright, Esq 2 50 
C. C, Lasby, Esq so Rev. W. H. York. .... 250 
Chas. Lougbridge, Esq. . . . 00 


Besides books, casts, etc., I have now a full assortment of the 
special slides showing excavations and their results. 


THEODORE F. WRIGHT, 


42 Quincy St., Cambridge, Mass. Hon. U. S. Secretary. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE EGYPT EXPLORATION FUND AND ITS 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY FUND. 


To the Editor of Biblia: 


The following subscriptions to the Egypt Exploration Fund from 
May 20 to June 20 are gratefully acknowledged : 





100 BIBLIA. 
Rev. W. W. Adams, D.D. $ 
Frank L. Andrews. . .'. 
John B. Atkinson 

Pe, as ae, Se. -. ss 
Mrs. M. S. Bradford. . 
Mrs. Walter C. Baylies . 
Prof. Samuel C. Bartlett, D. 


Rev. Samuel May 

Mrs. Samuel L. Mather. . 

*MRS. SAM’L MATHER 50 
. M. 5 

MRS. WM.MIXTER... 25 

Fred McKean 10 

Hugh F. Morgan 5 

Thomas MacKellar. ... 5 

Edgar R. Miller 5 

ALEX. MAITLAND... 

Prof. Allan Marquand, Ph.D 

J. E. Parker 

Henry Phipps, Jr 

A. J. Parsons 

Rev. Edward A. Renouf. 

MRS.T.G. RICHARDSON 
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Richard P. Borden. ... 
Miss M. M. Brouever . . 
Daniel Baugh 


C. W. Bingham . . 
Mrs. ANDREW BIGELOW 25 
JOHN BENTLEY... . 25 
Philip G. Brown... 5 
Joseph H. Center 
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_ 
° 


Rev. A. St. John Chambre, 


Rev. James Carter... 
Rev, Joseph Carey, D.D. . 
Thomas Cooper 

S. D. COYKENDALL.. 
A. Dempster 

Mrs. Allan H. Dickson. . 
MRS. W. B. DINSMORE . 
MRS. J. H. DEVEREUX 
REV.D.STUART DODGE 
A. E. Douglas 

Rev. J. Easter, Ph.D... 
Mrs. Geo. S. Fraser. . . 
FRANCIS C., FOSTER . 
Mrs, Helen Gilman... . 
JOHN L. GARDNER. . 
Mrs. CALEB S. GREEN . 
Francis Hall 

Daniel Holmes 

*CLARA B. HYDE... 
Chas. D. Haynes 

*GEO.B. INCHES... 
Prof. J. R. Jewett, Ph.D. . 
HON. SAM’L JOHNSON 
Chas. R. King, M.D... . 
John A. King 

MRS. E. D. KIMBALL . 
Mrs, August Lewis... . 


ALEX. MAITLAND... 


*Coxc Fund. 


S§SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSESISISISSEEIEIIEESS 


Edward V. Reynolds. . . 
Rt. Rev. Nelson S. Rulison 
Lyman C. Smith 
Mrs. Robert Stewart. . . 
F, S. Snyder 
Rev. J. A. Seis, D.D., LL.D. 
Hon. Chas. P. Sherman. . 
MRS. WM. THAW . 
Howard Townsend . . 
Townsend W. Thorndike . 
Edward Royall Tyler. . . 
Hon. A. W. Thayer . : 
Chas. M. Taylor, D.D.. . 
Miss Ellen M. Ward... 
Prof. E. H. Williams, Jr 
The Rt. Rev. O. W. Whita- 
ker, D.D. ‘ 
*MRS. S. D. ‘WARREN . 
Fred Warren. . 
MRS. S. W. WHITMAN . 
H. P. Whitcomb 
MR. AND MRS. FRANK 
| 
Rev. John Worcester. . . 
Rev. W. L. Worcester, D.D. 
Prof. Theodore F. Wright, 


” 
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Mrs. N. Lansing Zabriskie 5 


Commission, J. J. Tylor, F. 
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From May 20 to June 20, I have received very thankfully these 
subscriptions to the Archelogical Survey Fund: - 


Rev, W. W. Adams, D.D. . $ 5 Alexander Maitland. . . . $5 00 
John Bentley....... § Mrs. S. L. Mather 5 00 
Joseph H. Center 5 Mrs. Samuel Mather .. 10 00 
Rev. James Carter... . 5 Edward Renouf 5 00 
Mrs. J. H. Devereux... 5 Mrs. F.G. Richardson. . . 15 00 
Mrs. Caleb S. Green... 5 Lyman C. Smith. . o« See 
Francis Hall 2 Hon. A. W. Thayer... 5 00 
MRS. J.C. HARRIS... Mrs. N. Lansing Zabriskie 5 00 


The great value of our discoveries the past season is being recog- 
nized. Mr. Grenfell’s rich disclosures of ancient manuscripts prom- 
ises to be one of the foremost events in archeological research, 
while Prof. Petrie’s excavation at a new site, found by him, carries 
us back to the remote fifth dynasty. Will our friends kindly renew 
or begin subscriptions at once? Our fiscal year ends in July. 


Ws. C. WinsLow, 
June 20, 1897. Vice-President, Etc., Etc. 
Office of Egypt Exploration Fund, 59 Temple St., Boston. 


BOOK REVIEWS. 


THE STORY OF THE CHOSEN PEOPLE. By H. A. GUERBER. 


Beginning with the Creation, the author presents in a connected 
series of stories a well-written outline of the great characters and 
most important events in the history of the Jews, or Chosen People, 
as contained in the Old Testament. This little book is written for 
children and will no doubt stimulate their interest, and give them 
an excellent idea of the contents of the Old Testament. It can be 
read with profit by older people. The book has twenty-two full- 
page reproductions of celebrated paintings, and sketch maps of 
Jerusalem and the Holy Land. 

(New York: The American Book Co., 12mo., pp. 240. Price 
60 cents.) 


THE ANCIENT HEBREW TRADITION, AS ILLUSTRATED BY THE MONUMENTS. A 
Protest AGAINST THE MODERN SCHOOL OF OLD TESTAMENT CRITICISM. By 
Dr. FRITZ HOMMEL, PROFESSOR OF SEMITIC LANGUAGES AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF MUNICH. TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN BY EDMUND MCCLURE, M. A., 
AND LEONARD CROSSLE. 


When we consider the great number of superficial compilations, 
and books of borrowed and ill-digested knowledge, it is a great 
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pleasure to read such a scholarly work as the one before us. It is 
founded upon original investigation and is written with true Ger- 
man thoroughness, although it lacks in clearness and the style is 
somewhat turgid. But this the reader can overlook in the wealth 
of information offered, and the strong case Professor Hommel 
makes out against the Graf-Kuenen-Wellhausen school of critics. 
He finds evidence enough in the inscriptions ‘* to make manifest for 
all time the falsity of the reconstruction of history associated with 
the Wellhausen school,” and he presents incontrovertible evidence 
of his arguments by a thorough investigation of the original rec- 
ords now fortunately rescued from the accumulated déédris of four 
thousand years which had covered them in Southern Babylonia. 
In addition to these Professor Hommel has drawn upon the Tel el- 
Amarna tablets, and the South Arabian inscriptions, and he con- 
siders that the ‘‘contemporaneous monuments illustrating the 
religious and secular history of Abraham’s time, are indeed worth 
their weight in gold,” and the Tel el-Amarna tablets, dating from 
the period between 1430 and 1400 B. C., confirm the accuracy of 
the Old Testament narrative, and at the same time fill a gap in it, 
by enabling us to reconstruct the history of the period which pre- 
ceded the conquest of Palestine by Joshua, about the year 1230 B.C, 

Professor Hommel considers that ‘‘ the ancient Hebrew tradition 
—and more especially that part of it which deals with the earliest 
times—in many instances, come down to us in a merely fragmen- 
tary and mutilated condition,” and that much further material to 
elucidate the subject lies still buried in the soil of Babylon, Arabia, 
and Egypt, ‘‘ with promises of new surprises and further confirma- 
tion.” 

Professor Hommel! says that for many years he has been con- 
vinced that the question of the authenticity of the Sacred Hebrew 
tradition could not be finally decided, until the Hebrew personal 
names found in the Old Testament had first been exhaustively com- 
pared with other contemporary names of similar formation, and 
carefully checked by them. Accordingly, a good portion of the 
book is taken up with proofs drawn from proper names of persons, 
and in this respect the book is most valuable and interesting. Thus 
the author shows that proper names based on the imperfect verb, 
and beginning with /, properly Y—as for instance ‘* Jacob ”—are 
west Semitic, or more properly, Arabic, as the east Semitic verb 
has a different formation. Again, he takes a royal name like 
Samsu-iluna, **the sun is our god,” and shows that the Babylonian 
word for “‘our” is #@ (thus é/uni ‘‘ our god,”) in Hebrew it is xu, 
and in Arabic it is za. He finds in the South Arabic inscriptions, 
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and to some extent also in Hebrew tradition of the earliest times, an 
entirely original method of name-formation, which must be placed 
in a class by itself, owing to its peculiar religious character. Says 
Professor Hommel, ‘** Who would have dared a short time ago to 
have presumed that, as far back as 1700 B. C., Az, or Ya, Shaddai 
and Shemu (Sum-hu), were in currency as expressions of the relig- 
ious life of the early progenitors of the Hebrews, and that such 
names as ‘ Ya is Priest’ (Ya-Kaleb, shortened into Kaleb), ‘my 
Uncle (or Father) is Shaddai’ (Ammi-Shaddai), ‘ his nameis God’ 
(Samuel), reach back into that definite period reckoned by the dis- 
ciples of Wellhausen as mythical.” In this manner Professor 
Hommel proceeds to discover very important historic material in 
proper names. 

Although the work is primarily directed to demolish the Well- 
hausen theory, and the author claims to have proved by external 
evidence, the antiquity of trustworthiness of the sources of the so- 
called priestly parts of the Hexateuch, yet he by no means believes 
that the Old Testament is inerrant in its statements of historical 
fact. He believes that no inconsiderable portion of the tradition 
on which Genesis is based had already been reduced to writing in 
the time of Moses, and that they were naturally subjected to the 
processes of paraphrasing, translation, and recension as_ well. 
These facts naturally place the whole question of the distinction of 
the sources in a new light. 

Professor Hommel dates the Exodus as most probably 1277 B. C., 
in direct contradiction with the biblical chronology from Moses to 
Solomon. In regard to the chronology of the Bible he says, ‘It 
cannot be denied that from the time of David and the Judges back- 
ward it is deficient in that high degree of definiteness which the 
scientific historical investigator isinclined to demand.” With most 
Assyriologists, he accepts 1120 B. C., as the approximate date of 
Tiglath-pileser I. of Assyria, although this is contrary to the bibli- 
cal chronology. Aside from the arguments bearing on the criticism 
of the Pentateuch, the reader will find in this work a mass of evi- 
dence from the inscriptions, throwing new light on the history of 
religious and sacred archeology. Professor Hommel says that 
truth must inthe end prevail. ‘‘The monuments speak with no 
faltering tongue, and already I seem to see signs of the approach 
of a new era in which men will be able to brush aside the cobweb 
theories of the so-called ‘higher critics’ of the Pentateuch, and, 
leaving such old-fashioned errors behind them, attain to a clearer 
perception of the real facts.” 

(New York: E. and J. B. Young & Co., Cooper Union, Fourth 
Avenue, 12mo., pp. 345. Price $1.75.) 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTES. 


Part V. of the ‘‘ Light on Scripture Texts from Recent Discov- 
eries,” by Prof. J. F. McCurdy, in the June number of the Homi- 
letic Review, takes up the Babylonian account of the Creation. 
Says Dr. McCurdy, ‘*I think it may be stated broadly that the first 
eleven chapters of Genesis may have been based on traditions that 
were possibly never put down in writing until they were gathered 
by the inspired editor. . . . . It has been possible to compile 
what has been called roughly, but with a certain degree of accuracy, 
a ‘Chaldean Genesis.’ In other words, documents have been 
found among the Babylonian remains which contain at least funda- 
mentally the same traditions. The most familiar of these is the so- 
called deluge story.” 

Dr. McCurdy then proceeds to show what the contents of the 
story are; next, how they agree with or differ from the Hebrew 
account; lastly, how the respective documents are related to one 
another in point of origin. 


The Biblical World for June contains among other articles, ‘‘A 
Sketch of Assyrian History, with Special References to Palestine, 
from the Division of the Kingdom,” by Prof. Geo. S. Goodspeed. 
In the same number is an article by a young professor of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, in which he says, ‘‘ It will be seen that during 
the entire monarchical career of the Hebrews, Egypt was under for- 
eign princes (for even the XXVIth dynasty kings are the Egyptian- 
ized descendants of the Libyan mercenaries), and only at the 
beginning and the end of that career was she possessed of any con- 
siderable power. It is only with Egypt in this period of her decay 
that the Hebrews were to any measnre acquainted.” In a foot-note 
he adds, ‘* Sayce, in Higher Criticism and the Monuments, p. 212, 
is clearly unfamiliar with the facts, both historical and philological.” 
As is well known, Dr. Sayce is Professor of Assyriology at Oxford 
University, and it is hoped that some one will inform him of his 
ignorance. 


A bow and arrows taken from an Egyptian tomb of the XXVIth 
dynasty and exhibited at the London Anthropological Institute, 
differ in a marked degree from the native Egyptian bows, and are 
believed to be of Assyrian origin. The differences are very evident 
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when a comparison is made with the typical Egyptian archer’s 
equipment which was found in the same tomb. The bow is elabo- 
rately built up of several materials, and is therefore to be classed 
with the ‘‘composite bows,” being allied to the modern Asiatic 
bows comprised under this term. The materials of which it is 
composed are wood (two kinds) dense black horn, sinews of ani- 
mals, birch bark and glue. The birch bark, which completely 
enveloped the bow in a continuous sheath, would of itself proclaim 
the implement to be a foreign and northern introduction into Egypt, 
and the whole character of the weapon bears out this supposition. 


The Royal Archeological Institute in London has recently held 
an exhibition of flint implements discovered by M. Seton-Karr in 
the Eastern desert of Egypt, mostly ata distance of about thirty 
miles from the Nile. These implements were found in workings 
along the face of the cliff, in a position which made it probable 
that they were the original and long-lost flint mines of Egypt. 
Some of the finds were paleoliths of immense antiquity, but the 
majority belonged to a slightly later date, and included forms which 
are new to science. Signs of prehistoric life or of hasty departure 
were to be seen on the spot in the form of clubs and bludgeons dis- 
tributed near certain central spaces which had served as workshops. 
Mr. Seton-Karr has also made extensive discoveries of flint and 
quartzite implements in Somaliland—a fact which, according to 
Sir John Evans, may turn out to have an important bearing on the 
home of the human race. Man must have started life in a part of 
the world where the climate was mild and means of subsistence 
plentiful. Many ages were required before he could have been 
fit to cope with the rigors of the glacial period in Europe. The 
Somaliland flint-shops may not impossibly turn out to be the earliest 
source of supply for the whole world. Such a common source 
would well account for the uniformity of shape and manufacture 
which prevailed everywhere. 


The Palestine Exploration Fund has recently issued ‘* The Latin 
Kingdom of Jerusalem, 1099 to 1291 A. D.” By Lieut.-Col. C. 
R. Conder, LL.D. This work which is an account of Palestine, 
Syria, and Western Asia, during the rule of the Franks, in the time 
of the Crusades, has a special interest at the present time, when 
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attention is called to the condition of Tnrkish Europe by recent 
events—the condition of the Orientals being almost the same as that 
when Europe intervened in the Eastern question in the days of 
Godfrey de Bouillon and King Richard Lionheart. The work is 
based on the chronicles and contemporary accounts, both Christian 
and Moslem, and on the information collected during the progress 
of the survey, with descriptions of the scenes of the important 
events, and other information not to be found in previous histories 
of the Crusades. The whole forms an octavo volume of over 400 
pages, with two maps, giving the crusading names and boundaries 
of the “‘ Fiefs ” throughout Palestine. 





In a paper on ‘* The Jerusalem Cross” (Quarterly Statement, 
1894, p. 187), Herr Schick figured the Swastica, but did not state 
the places in which he had found it. Professor Hayter Lewis, in a 
footnote on the same page, spoke of it as ‘*an Eastern symbol of 
the sun, but used also in early times by Christians.” 

Commenting upon Herr Schick’s paper, Colonel Conder (Quar- 
terly Statement, 1894, p. 206) remarks, that the Swastica ‘* is found 
in the catacombs very early,” but gives no reference. 

In the same volume (Quarterly Statement, 1894, p. 300), I men- 
tioned the fact that it is found in American mounds. 

Commenting on this (Quarterly Statement, 1895, p. 84), Mr. Wil- 
liam Simpson drew from his abundant information, since given 
forth at length in his admirable work on ‘‘The Prayer Wheel” ; 
but in neither writing does he especially refer to Palestine. 

We have now in America a very valuable book on the Swastica, 
by Mr. Thomas Wilson, of the United States National Museum, 
into which he has collected much information not before gathered 
together. He gives numerous illustrations showing the Swastica 
to be found in Japan, Corea, China, Thibet, India, Persia, Syria, 
Armenia, Ruins of Troy, Egypt, Algera, Ashantee, Greece, Italy, 
Switzerland, Germany, Scandinavia, Scotland, and Ireland, in sev- 
eral of our states, among several of our Indian tribes, in Central 
America, and in South America. His map shows the Swastica 
encircling the globe. 

Without entering into the theories of Messrs. Simpson and Wil: 
son, I would add that another American archxologist promises a 
fuller treatment of the Swastica in our mounds, and has the means 
to do so. It is evident that no ancient symbol equals this in its vast 
extension, and that it is far more ancient than the Christian Cross. 
What I venture to ask is that we may be told of any instances in 
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which it appears in Palestine, in relation either to Christian or pre- 
Christian times, so that, when archeologists of all sorts are bring- 
ing forward their facts, we may not be left with vague statements. 
Will Dr. Schick—as all Biblical students will now take pleasure in 
calling him—and Col. Conder, kindly communicate their knowl- 
edge through the Quarterly Statement, and there are, doubtless, 
others who may give valuable aid at this point >—ev. Theodore F. 
Wright, in Quarterly Statement of the Palestine Exploration Fund. 


A pertinent illustration of the way myths and legends may grow 
and expand is illustrated by the story of Alexander (the Great) of 
which Mr. E. A. Wallis Budge has published the Syriac and Ethi- 
opic versions. No instance of the development of fables can be 
more instructive; for we start from a real man living in the clear 
light of history, whose acts were chronicled at the time by respec- 
table historians. Nevertheless, so transcendent was his genius, so 
marvelous were his deeds, that almost immediately after his death— 
probably, indeed, during his life—popular imagination lays hold of 
him, adds adventures, miracles, words of wisdom, wonders of all 
sorts, and so transform him into a colossal mythical figure, which 
looms through the myths of fable, as fantastic as Jack the Giant- 
killer. The diffusion of the Alexander stories is probably the 
widest ever attained by any heroic legend. ‘* There are versions of 
them stretching through all the middle ages in time, and reaching 
in space from the Malay Pezxinsula to Ireland; and, as every nation 
has devised a popular edition, we can even yet find either complete 
or partial texts in at least twenty-three languages.” Dr. Budge 
describes the process of amplification of the myth as starting with 
the distortion and enlargement of the first tolerably accurate de- 
scription, and going on till ‘* when the hero has become a mere 
memory, his name will be made in each country that adopts the 
story a peg on which to hang legends and myths.” 


The first number of the second volume of the A/ttthetlungen und 
Nachrichten has has recently been issued under the editorial charge 
of Professor Guthe of Leipsic. Thisquarterly publication is a sup- 
plement to the Zeitschrift of the German Palestine Society. We 
learn from the recent number, that two small motor boats are being 
built to run on the Jordan; that a railroad is to be built from Port 





108 BIBLIA. 


Said through the Sinai Peninsula to the Persian Gulf. This road 
will run along the base of Mt. Sinai. Mail steamers are now run- 
ning on the Dead Sea. The tax of twenty-five centimes, collected 
at the gates of Jerusalem during the past ten years, has been abol- 
ished by the government. 


King Menelik of Abyssinia has promised to permit a commission 
of European scholars to examine the literary treasures deposited in 
the famous cathedral of Axum, the ancient capital city of Abyssinia, 
which is known to contain valuable writings dating back perhaps 
to the time of the Christianization of the people in the fourth cen- 
tury. Those who have been permitted to see these treasures report 
that among them are many papyrus rolls, and all of them in good 
condition. As the Axum temple has always been regarded asa 
sacred shrine, these documents have never been disturbed by the 
countless wars that have been waged in Abyssinia in the last fifteen 
hundred years. The Axum cathedral stands in the ruins of an old 
heathen temple, and the manuscripts are deposited in vautts under 
the structure. 


The sacred island of Debra Zion, in the great inland sea of Zuai, 
in southern Shoa, has for centuries been occupied exclusively by 
Abyssinian monks, who, however, were not able to make use of the 
papyrus rolls, parchments, documents, and books found in consid- 
erable number in the cloister vaults, and some of which are claimed 
to have come originally from the famous library at Alexandria, de- 
stroyed by Khalif Omar in the seventh century. A number of them 
date from the time the Abyssinian emperors ruled also over Egypt. 
A recent number of the Journal of the German Oriental Society 
(Vol. L, No. 3), gives a description of several very old Abyssinian 
manuscripts which were found during the late Italian expedition to 
Abyssinnia. 


Under the title Shalmanasser den II’s Indskrifter, Dr. N. Ras- 
mussen has collected and lithographed the inscriptions of Shalman- 
eser II., to which he gives a transliteration and translation, together 
with a commentary to the first column of the monolith inscription. 
This is the first complete collection of Shalmaneser’s inscriptions 
that has been previously made. The passages that have been re- 
stored are printed in red, a device that is certainly effective in indi- 
cating at a glance the actual condition of the text. 
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The contents of Vol. XIX., Part V., of the Proceedings of the 
Society of Biblical Archeology, are as follows: ‘‘ The Book of the 
Dead,” chapter cxxxvi., by Sir P. le Page Renouf; ‘* The Date of 
the Siloam Inscription,” by E. J. Pilcher; ‘*A Coptic Spell of the 
Second Century,” by F. Legge; ‘‘ Young and Champollion,” by 
Sir P. le Page Renouf; ‘‘A Coptic Palimpsest. 1, Prayer of the 
_ Virgin in ‘ Bartos’; 2, Fragment of a Patriarchal History,” by W. 
E. Crum. 

From a study of seals, gems and coins, Mr. Pilcher traces the 
Hebrew characters from 135 B. C., to A. D. 135, a period of 270 
years, and he assumes that the date of the Siloam Inscription falls 
somewhere near the beginning of the Christianera. Says Mr. Pil- 
cher, ‘* The tunnel of Siloam can only have been executed by some 
person in authority; and the same applies to the inscription. The 
latter is not a mere grafito, but an elegantly engraved piece of 
sculpture, set out by a skillful writer. It is carved upon the ower 
half of a tablet specially cut in the rock. The upper half is evi- 
dently intended to bear a Greek translation. If this Greek portion 
had been cut, as in the bi-lingual Amwas capital, it would have 
saved a great deal of discussion; but for some reason it was 
never added. As the lettering of the Siloam Inscription is so like 
that upon the seal of Haggai, found among the foundations of the 
Temple of King Herod, the most likely hypothesis 1s that both the 
Siloam tunnel and the inscription were the work of Herod. The 
death of the king was most probably the cause of the sudden ces- 
sation of the work, and the reason why the tablet was only half 
completed. That would make the true date of the Siloam Inscrip- 
tion to be the year 4 B. C., as Herod the Great died in that year.” 


A great find of ancient papyri in Egypt has been made by 
Messrs. Grenfell and Hunt, who are exploring for the Egyptian 
Exploration Fund at Behneseh; many ancient rubbish mounds 
yielding a rich store. The quantity of rolls found in three of the 
mounds was large enough to warrant the assumption that a part of 
the archives had been thrown there. The papyri range from the 
time of the Roman conquest to early Arab times. Each century is 
largely represented. Most of the documents are written in Greek, 
with a sprinkling of Latin, Coptic and Arabic. Little is known of 
the contents of the documents, but Mr. Grenfell’s hope in digging 
at the site of Oxyrynchus of finding early Christian documents is 
realized, for among the papyri is a leaf from a third century papy- 
rus book containing a collection of the sayings of Christ. Some 
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of the sayings are not in the Gospel and others exhibit diversions 
from the texts of the Gospels. It is thought that, when the papyri 
are examined in detail, further discoveries of Christian records, as 
well as fragments of lost classical literature, will be found, since in 
some of the mounds a large proportion of the papyri are written in 
uncials, which were largely employed during the first two centuries 
of the Christian era. One hundred and fifty rolls which in many 
cases are several feet long have been retained in Gizeh and the rest 
are on the way to England. Besides the papyri, a number of coins, 
two hundred inscribed tiles, bronze and ivory ornaments and other 
objects of the Roman and Byzantine periods have been recovered. 


In all periods of ancient architecture of which we have com- 
plete examples, there have been found deliberately constructed 
curves which were evidently made on a basis of well regulated 
principles derived from authentic tradition. These curves were 
calculated to add to the beauty of the buildings, and to augment 
their effect, and, although they can hardly be detected by the eye 
in ordinary positions, the want of these delicate hyperbolic curves 
gives that rigidity and poverty to the column which is observable in 
modern examples. Until comparatively recent years these optical 
refinements were supposed to have existed only in Greece, but it 
has been discovered that they exist in the Courts at Karnac, Luxor, 
Edfou and Medinet Habou. 

Prof. W. H. Goodyear found that these curves exist in the 
Ancient Maison Carrée at Nimes, and by actual measurements, 
undertaken under the auspices of the Brooklyn Institute, he has 
found them to exist in many Italian buildings, and undoubtedly a 
thorough investigation would show that the deliberate construction 
of false perspective exists in France and England. 

In the current issue of the Architectural Record, Prof. Goodyear 
has an interesting and finely illustrated article on the ‘* Discovery 
of Horizontal Curves in Medieval Italian Architecture.” These 
articles of Prof. Goodyear’s will furnish a solid basis for the work 
of future inquirers. It is a remarkable fact that several of the 
Italian medieval cloisters exhibit curves which are the exact 
counterpart of those discovered at Medinet Habou. 


An ‘ethnological storehouse” is urged by Prof. W. M. Flinders 
Petrie as necessary by reason of the impossibility of preserving 
more than a small portion of the material for anthropology in the 
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very limited area of London or town museums. This leaves only 
two alternatives—the destruction of material which can never be 
replaced, illustrative of modern races now fast disappearing, and 
ancient races as revealed by excavation; or the storing of such ma- 
terial accessible in a locality and a manner which shall yield the 
greatest possible storage for a given expenditure. Such a reper- 
tory might be solely anthropological, including an example of every 
variety of object of human work of all ages, or it might be exten- 
ded to zoology, mineralogy, and geology. The least to be expected 
from such a place would be to store the surplus objects which can- 
not find space in existing museums, Its greatest development, 
however, would be to form a systematic collection of man’s work, 
ancient and modern, reserving to existing museums such objects as 
illustrate the subject best to the general public, and such as need the 
protection due to their market value; and these could be properly 
represented in the repository collection by photographs. If fully 
developed, such a repository would become a center for study and 
higher scientific education. The author proposed a site of five 
hundred acres within easy reach of London, on which buildings 
could be erected as needed. The features in favor of the project 
and against it were discussed in the British Association, and some 


substitute propositions were offered; but Prof. Petrie pronounced 
the last mere palliatives, which did not touch the broad view. 


At El Kab, Upper Egypt, Mr. Quibell has been at work ina 
Middle Empire cemetery, and has open about 150 wells, each lead- 
ing into two chambers, one north, one south, and in these the bodies 
are laid, with head to the north in the regular Egyptian position, 
but with no signs of mummification. With these burials Mr. 
Quibell has obtained a large collection of Kohl-pots, paint-slabs, 
mirrors, amethysts and carnelian beads, etc. In other tombs Mr. 
Quibell found some gold and carnelian beads and two small gold 
nuggets. These must, by the pottery found near them, be attribu- 
ted to the old empire, and form the earliest jewelry found in Egypt. 
Mr. Quibell has also found some rare old empire statuary, two 
statues of a certain Nefershemem, wno was undoubtedly of the 
time of Snefru. One of the statues is in limestone, seated, com- 
plete, and the other is a standing figure in sandstone, of better work, 
but unfortunately headless. Says Mr. Quibell, ‘‘ The walls have 
disappointed me; I have not fixed their date. The interior of El 
Kab was never inhabited apparently, so we cannot get pottery near 
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the walls. It is useless to tunnel beneath them. The gates have 
yielded no foundation deposit. 

‘‘In the large temple I have not done much; merely tried for 
foundation deposits. They are of Amenhotep II.” 


The first half of the XIXth volume of the Journal of the Amer- 
can Oriental Society is devoted to the life and works of the late 
Wm. Dwight Whitney, for many years Professor of Sanskrit at 
Yale University. Contributions are from Professors Lanman, 
March, Perrin, Manatt, Dr. Wm. Hayes Ward, and President Gil- 
man. The original text is given of the letters from foreign scholars 
concerning Professor Whitney, also a chronological bibliography of 
his writings, and a list of biographical, necrological, and other 
publications concerning him. The volume has a very fine steel 
engraved portrait of Prof. Whitney. 


*‘A Sketch of Babylonian Society” is the title of a recent issue 
of the A/itteilungen of the Vorderasiatische Gesselischaft of Berlin, 
in which Dr. Peiser has endeavored to bring into a readable little 
work what can at present be gleaned from the Babylonian and 
Assyrian cuneiform inscriptions for the understanding of the life 
and society, manners and customs, laws and jurisdiction of those 
famous monarchies in the valley of the Euphrates and Tigris. 


Dr. Winckler has published the fifth instalment of his A/torten- 
talische Vorschungen which comprises three chapters containing con- 
tributions to the history of Babylonia-Assyria, of Pheenicia and 
Carthage and of Ancient Arabia respectively. Especially interest- 
ing to the general historian will be the first part, as it deals with a 
number of texts published by Professor Hilprecht. These are re- 
produced by Dr. Winckler in transliteration and are accompanied 
by tentative translations. A new discussion of the difficult and im- 
portant text of tablet K. 212 in the Kuyunjik collection of the 
British museum will also be of use to the Assvriologist. 


The second part of Prof. Craig’s Assyrian and Babylonian Relig- 
tous Texts which form Part II. of the XIIIth volume of the Assy- 
riologische Bibliothek, edited by Delitzsch and Hapt. This part like 
the first contains the cuneiform texts of a number of Assyrian 
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hymns, prayers and incantations, and Prof. Craig hopes to publish 
a translation together with transliteration, notes and glossary in a 
third part which will conclude the work. Two of the plates in the 
present part are occupied with amended readings and corrections 
of passages in the first part. Ina lengthy preface Prof. Craig dis- 
cusses the criticisms that have been passed upon the first part of 
his work, and animadverts strongly on the strictures passed upon it. 
He believes that he has good reason to doubt both the accuracy and 
impartiality of his critics. 


The Palestine Pilgrims’ Text Society has in press a translation 
from the original Arabic of Bohai ed Din’s ‘* Life of Saladin,” A. 
D. 1145-1232, which forms the concluding work of the text series. 


The American Historical Register is a most useful and much 
needed magazine for all who love our country and its patriotic 
societies. Its archeological department is edited by Rev. Dr. W. 
C. Winslow. The advertisement should be read. 


Under the title ‘*Hieratic Papyri from Kahum and Gurob,” the first 
part of facsimiles of some papyri brought from the former site 
nearly eight years ago have just been issued, edited by Mr. F. L. 
Griffith. The papyri, which consists of medical, mathematical and 
literary texts are much mutilated; the photographic facsimiles, 
however, are very good. 


There has been discovered at Athens an ostrakan or potsherd, 
bearing the name of Themistokles. It is a fragment of the brim of 
a large vessel, of black terra-cotta ware. On the surface has been 
scratched with a sharp tool the words ‘‘ Themistokles Phrearrios,” 
in archaic letters. There can be no question, says the Ber/iner 
Philologische Wochenschrift, that Themistokles is the famous states- 
man and that one of the actual ostraka that condemned him to ban- 
ishment in B. C. 470 has come to light. Up to the present time 
only three similar voting ostraka had been discovered, one on the 
Acropolis, with the name Megakles, son of Hippokrates, the uncle 
of Perikles; another, also on the Acropolis, with the name of 
Xanthippos, the father of Perikles; and a third, bearing the same 
name but found in the Kerameikos. It was found in the excava- 
tions being carried on by the German institute near the Areopagos. 
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The address of Mr. Arthur T. Evans, president of the Anthropolog- 
ical Section of the British Association this year, is peculiarly rich in- 
new facts and suggestions. He returned but a few months since 
from his third archeological exploration of the island of Crete, and 
brings back with him ample evidence of the intimate contact of the 
natives of that island with the culture of Egypt, probably as early 
as 2,500 B. C. No doubt rays of this primitive insular civilization 
shone athwart the middle sea to the isles of Greece and the north- 
ern shores. But not on them alone did the wise of the race depend. 
Mr. Evans points out that the Mycenean culture of pre-Homeric 
days probably sprang from roots which we must seek in the soil of 
Anatolia, in that A®gean art which developed in the favored vales 
ot Phrygia and Lydia. 


M. Berthelot has recently published in the Comptes Rendus 
analyses of weapons, tools, etc., from Tello, in Chaldea. Their 
date is put from 4000 to 3000 B.C. A large lance and hatchet 
were found to be approximately pure copper, and another 
hatchet was of copper with traces of arsenic and phosphorus, by 
which it seem to have been hardened. No trace of tin was present 
in any case. Thus in Chaldea an ‘‘ age of copper” seems to have 
preceded the ‘‘age of bronze.” An egg-shaped object from the 
same locality, weighing 121 grains, was of iron; an ingot of white 
metal was 95 per cent. silver; a leaf of yellow gold was found to 
contain considerable quantities of silver. 


In a paper read before a late meeting of the Paris Academy of 
Sciences, by M. Berthelot, on ‘‘The Age of Copper in Chaldea,” 
the author said the analysis of a spear carrying drawings and inscrip- 
tions, and at least 4,000 years old, showed that the metal was nearly 
pure copper, neither tin, lead, arsenic, nor antimony being present 
in appreciable quantities. The description of these and similar 
objects as bronze is shown to be erroneous. Copper appears to 
have preceded bronze in the manufacture of tools. 





It is announced that Father Schiel, the Dominican Oriental 
scholar, has discovered upon a tablet of the reign of Khammurabi, 
or Ammurabi, of Babylon, the name of Kudur-la-ukhgamur 
(Kudurlagamar), who is evidently no other than the Chedorlaomer 
(Chodorlahomor) of Genesis xiv. 
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THE EGYPT EXPLORATION FUND. 


This Society was founded in 1883 by Amelia B. Edwards, LL. D., R. Stuart Poole 
LL. D., and Sir Erasmus Wilson, L.L. D. (who was its first President). It was estab- 
lished for the purpose of promoting historical investigation in Egypt by means of 
systematically conducted explorations; particular attention being given to sites 
which may be expected to throw light upon obscure questions of history and topo- 
graphy, such as those connected with the mysterious ‘‘ Hyksos” Period, the district 
of the Hebrew Sojourn, the route of the Exodus, and the early sources of Greek art. 
The work is conducted on the principle of careful examination of all details, and the 
preservation of objects discovered. These objects are of supreme value and interest, 
inasmuch as they illustrate the international influences of Egyptian, Greek, Assyrian, 
and Syrian styles; afford reliable data for the history of comparative art; reveal 
ancient technical processes; and yield invaluable examples of art in metal, stone and 
pottery. The metrological results are also of the highest importance, some thous- 
ands of weights having already been found. 

Explorers have been sent out every season; two, and sometimes three, conducting 
excavations in different parts of Egypt. Each year has been fruitful in discoveries, 
Much has been done towards the restoration of the ancient topography of Lower 
Egypt. The sites of famous cities have been identified; the Biblical Pithom-Succoth, 
the city of Goshen, the Greek Naukratis, and Daphne (identical with the Biblical 
Tahpanhes), have been discovered; statues and inscriptions, papyri, and beautiful 
objects in bronze and other metals, as well as in porcelain and glass, have been found; 
new and unexpected light (not less momentous, or likely to produce less effect on con- 
temporary criticism, than the discoveries of Dr. Schliemann in Greece and Asia) has 
been cast upon the ancient history of the Hebrews; the early stages of the Route of 
the Exodus have been defined, and its direction determined; several most important 
chapters in the history of Greek art and Greek epigraphy have been recovered from 
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the ruins of Naukratis, Daphne, and Bubastis, and other sites; Ahnas, the Hanes of 
Isaiah, has yielded interesting monuments; Tell Basta, the Pi-Beseth of the Bible and 
Bubastis of the Greeks, has afforded ruins of peculiar significance and grandeur, 
inscribed with texts of absorbing value; and the recent excavation of the ruins of 
the temple built by Queen Hatasu, at Deir-el-Bahari (Thebes), mark a distinct and 
brilliant epoch in the history of exploration in to Valley of the Nile. 


THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF EGYPT. 

The Archeological Survey of Egypt, for which a special fund is provided, is of 
incomparable importance in many ways, and, in view of the wholesale and irrepar- 
able destruction of sculptures by Arabs, tourists and dealers in ‘‘ Antiques,” needs to 
be pushed vigorously forward. The tombs of Beni Hasan and El Bersheh have now 
been scientifically surveyed, and their scenes and texts copied with absolute accuracy 
and in fullest detail. The pictures of life, ‘‘as it was,” 2500 B. C., are historically of 
great value. 

The Archeological Institute of America, on motion of Prof. Charles Eliot Norton 
of Harvard, passed the following vote :— 


Resolved, That the Archeological Institute takes a deep interest in the Archeological Sur- 
vey of Egypt, undertaken by the Egypt Exploration Fund; and that it believes, in the words of 
the Fund, that it will be “‘a work welcome to all students of history, to all lovers of antiquity, 
to artists, archeologists, travelers, and the world at large;” and that it should receive at the 
hands of an educated public a liberal and prompt support. 


THE BOOKS PUBLISHED. 

I. The Store City of Pithom. Thirteen plates and two maps. 

Il. Tanis (Zoan). Part I. Nineteen plates and plans. Account of the greatest 
of all colossi is in this volume. 

III, Naukratis. Part I. Fifty-one plates and plans, Valuable to students in 
Greek arts, and all interested in antiques, such as coins, amulets, scarabs, pottery, 
etc., and in ancient epigraphy. 

IV. Goshen, Eleven plates, maps, and plans. 

VY. Tanis (Zoan). Part II. Including Am and Tahpanhes. Sixty-three plates 
and plans. 

VI. Naukratis, Part II. Forty-tive plates. 

Vil. The City of Onias and the Mound of the Jew. Twenty-seven plates 
Extra Volume. 

VIII. Bubastis. Part I. Sixty-three plates, 

1X. Two Hieroglyphic Papyri from Tanis, Fifteen plates. Eatra Volume, 

X. Festival Hall of Osorkon II, (Bubastis, Part II). Thirty-nine plates. 

XI, Ahnas, Beautifully illustrated. 

XII. Deir el Bahari (Queen Hatasu’s Temple). Preliminary volume. Fifteen 
plates. i 

XII. Deir el Bahari. Part I. Royal Edition. Twenty-four plates, three of 
them colored. 

Survey Volume I, The sculptures and pictures of Beni Hasan. Forty-nine plates. 
Very valuable and unique. 

Survey Volume If, Beni Hasan, Part II. Thirty-nine plates. 

Survey Volume III, El Bersheh, Part I. Thirty-five plates. Transport of a 
Colossus portrayed. 


Survey Volume IY. El Bersheh. Part II. 
Survey Volume Y. Beni Haran. Part III. Ten colored plates 
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OTHER PUBLICATIONS. 
I Atlas, An Atlas of Ancient Egypt with eight fine maps{in colors; 
complete index, geographical and historical notes, Biblical references, ete. 
able to the historical reader and tourist. Price, $1.00. 


‘ II. The Season’s Work at Ahnas and Beni Hasan. 
late Amelia B. Edwards, L. H. D., etc. Price. 70 cents, 


ItI. Archwological Report (1892-3). 
70 cents. 


IV. Archwological Report (1893-4). 
Y. Archeological Report (1894-5). 
Vi. Archeological Report (1895-6). Price, 75 cents. 

Vil. Temple of Deir-el-Bahari., A guide to, with plan. Price, 15 cents. 


b@The elaborate quarto volume upon a season’s exploration at any site cannot be 
published till the following year. 


having a 
Invalu- 
Seven illustrations. By the 
Seven illustrations and maps. Price, 


Price, 70 cents. 
Price, 88 cents. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS AND BOOKS. 


Each donor or subscriber to the year’s Exploration of but $5 receives (1) the 
illustrated ‘‘ Archeological Report;” (2) the elaborate illustrated quarto volume of 
the season; (3) the Annual Report, with lists of patrons and subscribers, lectures, 
No other Archeological Society in the 
It is hoped, however, that all who can will 
Patrons contribute not less than $25. 


account of annual meeting, balance sheet, etc. 
world gives so much for so little money. 
subscribe liberally to the cause for itself. 

The publications of the Funp are forwarded to libraries and individuals free of 
duty and postage. The volumes are handsome quartos, embellished with photo- 
graphs, photogravures, phototypes, photo-lithographic plates, and sometimes with 
colored plates, especially to illustrate facial and architectural characteristics. 

S@"Back volumes can always be ordered. 

Address all inquiries, all orders for circulars or books, to the Egypr EXPLORATION 
Funp, 59 Temple Street, Boston, Mass. All checks to be made payable to Francis 


C. Foster, Honorary Treasurer. 
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Local Honorary Secretaries. 


Geo. Douglas Miller, 125 State St., Albany. 

Rev. Camden Cobern, Ph. D., 13 North 
St., Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

A. M. Switzer, 2001 Centre Ave., Bay City, 
Michigan. 

Mrs. Thomas E. Stillman, 95 Joralemon 
St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Prof. J. Frederick Hopkins, Pratt Insti- 
tute, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Dr. John F. Goucher, Woman’s College 
of Baltimore, Md. 

Miss Emma C. Grafflin, 1209 Linden Ave., 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

Mrs. James B. Ames, 11 Frisbie Place, 
Cambridge, Mass. 


Pres’t James Marshall, D. 
Rapids, Iowa. 

Mrs. J. H. Devereux, 882 Euclid Ave., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Rev. A. P. Putnam, 
Mass. 

W. K. Moorehead, D. D., State Univers- 
ity, Columbus, Ohio. 

Rev. Edward Herbruck, Ph. D., 131 S. 
Jefferson St., Dayton, Ohio. 

Clarence M. Hyde, Esq., 206 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

Charles Buncher, Esq., Edson, Moore & 
Co., Detroit, Michigan. 

Eckley Brinton Coxe, Jr., Drifton, Pa. 


D., Cedar 


D.D., Danvers, 
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Mrs. Mary Newbury Adams, 200 West 
11th St., Dubuque, Iowa. 

Renwick B. Knox, Esq., Duluth, Miun. 

Mrs. Jennie L. Colton, College Hill, 
Easton, Pa. 

Francis Hall, Elmira, N. Y. 

Rev. W. W. Adams, D. D., Fall River, 
Mass. 

Mrs. Theodore Sterling, Gambier, Ohio. 

Rev. J. E. Kittredge, D. D., Geneseo, N.Y. 

Rev. S. D. Peet, Ph. D., Good Hope, Ill. 

Prof. Charles C. Stearns, 126 Garden St., 
Hartford, Conn. 

Prof. Samuel Hart, D. D., Trinity Col- 
lege, Hartford, Conn. 

Pres’t Henry Morton, Ph. D., Stevens 
Institute of Technology, Hoboken, N. J. 

Mrs. Herbert Tuttle, Ithaca, N. Y. 

Prof. Chas. M. Tyler, D. D., 9 East Ave. 
Ithaca, N. Y. 

Pres. Lewis A. Gorton, Agricultural Col 
lege, Lansing, Mich. 

. Prof. R. G. Thwaites, Ph. D., Madison, 
Wisconsin. 

Hon. Chas. H. S. Davis, M. D., Ph. D., 
Meriden, Conn. 

Mrs. George H. Christian, 404 South 8th 
St., Minneapolis, Minn. 

Rey. D. L. Miller, Mount Morris, Ill. 

Mrs. Charles Henry Webb, Nantucket, 
Mass. 

Dr. J. B. Burnett, A. M., 16 Chestnut St., 
Newark, N. J. 

Prof. James M. Hoppin, D. D., New 
Haven, Conn. 

Mrs. A. L. Andrews, ‘‘ The Reef,” New- 
port, R. I. 

Rev. Charles J. Wood, D. D., York, Pa. 

Prof. Edward H. Williams, Sc.D., Beth- 
lehem, Pa. 
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Albert Aub, 43 East 83d St., New York, 
N, Y. 

Mrs. Howard Crosby, New York, N. Y. 

Mrs. E. A. Hoffman, The Deanery, Chel- 
sea Square, New York, N. Y. 

Charles W. Sloane, Esq., 111 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 

Miss Sarah H. Killikelly, 308 South Hi- 
land St., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Henry Phipps, Jr., 42 Fifth Avenue, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

Clarence H. Clark, Esq., Locust and 42d 
Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mrs. Theodore A, Hopkins, Burlington, 
Vt. 

Prof. Howard Osgood, D. D., Rochester, 
N. Y. 

Prof. H. L. Myrick, Sing Sing, N. Y. 

Rev. Frederick W. Taylor, D. D., 312 E. 
Adams St., Springfield, Ill. 

Prof. Hiram H. Bice, Ph. D., 462 Lexing- 
ton Ave., New York. 

Prof. James R. Jewett, Ph. D., 226 Sum- 
mit Avenue, St. Paul, Minn. 

Rev. Jeremiah Zimmerman, D. D., 109 
South Ave., Syracuse, N. Y. 

S. R. Allen, Esq., 15 Toronto St., Toronto, 
Canada, 

Gen. Chas. W. Darling, Utica, N. Y. 

Miss Georgia Louise Leonard, Smithson- 
ian Institute, Washington, D. C. 

Prof. O. T. Mason, Ph. D., Smithsonian 
Institute, Washington, D. C. 

Miss Marie A. Molineux, Park St., West 
Roxbury, Mass. 

Miss Mary A. Sharpe, 25 West River St., 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. 

Mrs. Frank D. Allen, Vendome, Boston. 


SECRETARY FOR U. 5S. A, 


Mrs. Marie N. Buckman, Office of the E. E. Fund, 59 Temple St., Boston, Mass. 


agrEntirely without endowment, this Society is absolutely dependent on voluntary sub- 
scriptions or donations for its books and explorations, even for this season’s labors. All 
services for the Funp by its honorary officials are a gratuity. 
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PALESTINE EXPLORATION FUND 


Patron. 
THE QUEEN. 


President. 


THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. 


Chairman of Executive Committee. 


JAMES GLAISHER, F. R. S. 


Hon, Treasurer. Honorary Secretary. 


WALTER Morrison, Esq. WALTER BESANT, M. A. 


Assistant Secretary. 


GEORGE ARMSTRONG. 


Offices. 


24 HANOVER SqQuaRE, W., LONDON. 


A Society for the accurate and systematic investigation of the Archeology, the 
Topography, the Geology and Physical Geography, the Manners and Customs of the 
Holy Land, for Biblical Illustration. 

This Society was founded on June 22d, 1865. It was established on the basis of 
the following rules: 

1. It was not to be a religious society. That is to say, it should not be pledged to 
advocate or attack any form of creed or doctrine. 

2. It was not to adopt or to defend any side in controversial matters. 

3. It was to be conducted on strictly scientific principles. 

These rules have been jealously observed. 

The best guarantee of the accuracy of the work done is found in the names and 
positions of the offigers who have carried it out, and the travelers who have sent 
their observations to the committee. Among them are Col. Sir Charles Wilson. K. C. 
B., K. C. M. G., F. R. S., LL. D., R. E. (the Surveyor of Jerusalem and Sinai); Col. 
Sir Charles Warren, K. C. B., G. C. M. G., F. R. S., R. E. (who conducted the exca- 
vations of Jerusalem); Major Conder, R. E. (Surveyor of Western Palestine and of 
the east country, unfinished) ; Lieut.-Col. Kitchener, C. M. G., R. E. (Surveyor with 
Major Conder); the late Major Anderson, C. M.G., R. E.; Canon Tristram, F. R.S.; 
Dr. Selah Merrill, of Andover, Mass., and Dr. F. J. Bliss. 

Although the Society is not a religious society, strictly so-called, its work neces- 
sarily possesses unusual interest for Bible Students, and its chief supporters are 
found among ministers of all denominations, who see in the results of the explora- 
tions many confirmations of the truth of Scripture. 

In the course of its twenty-five years existence, the Society, with limited funds at 
its disposal, has done an immense amount of work, and published the results in 
books, papers, maps, plans, and photographs, primarily for the benefit of its sub- 
scribers, and also for the advantage of all students of the Sacred Scriptures. 
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Among its chief operations may be enumerated the following: 

1. EXCAVATIONS AT JERUSALEM.—These were conducted by Sir Charles Warren, 
and had very remarkable results. Jerusalem is now proved to be, to a great extent, a 
buried city, and the ancient foundations are in some places a hundred feet under- 
ground. The walls of the Temple enclosure have been examined down to the founda- 
tions, and the original masons’ marks found upon them. The contours of the rock, 
showing how the city was situated before the valleys were filled up, have been 
ascertained. In consequence of these and other discoveries, many questions of topo- 
graphy relating to the city, and all Bible references to locality, are now viewed in an 
entirely new light. 

The Excavations at Tell el Hesy having been brought to an end, the Executive 
Committee applied for and received from the Sublime Porte a new firman for carry- 
ing on excavations at Jerusalem. These were commenced in the spring of last year 
by Dr. F. J. Bliss, and have laready led to very valuable discoveries. 

An extremely interesting rockscarp was first traced for some distance along the 
supposed site of the old wall of the city, south of the present wall, and was subse- 
quently followed for over 1,000 feet. In this line of wall the remains of several 
ancient towers and a gateway have been discovered. No less than four sills of this 
ancient gateway, belonging to four different periods, were found in situ one above 
the other. Dr. Bliss writes: ‘‘I know of no more interesting example of a place 
where four distinct periods may be studied in the short perpendicular distance of 
four feet.” Full accounts of these researches will be found in the Quarterly State- 
ments of the Fund. 

2. THe RECOVERY OF THE SYNAGOGUE OF GALILEE, BY SIR CHARLES WILSON.— 
Ruins of many of these structures still stand in Glailee. They have all been planned 
and sketched, and are found to be of considerable architectural pretensions. As one 
consequence of this work, the building in which Christ taught the people could now 
be reconstructed, 

3. THe SURVEY OF WESTERN PALESTINE.—This work, occupying ten years in all, 
was carried out by Major Conder, R. E., and Lieut.-Col. Kitchener, R. E. Before it 
was undertaken, many parts of Palestine were a terra incognita—some names were 
filled in conjecturally, and 360 Scripture places remained unknown. But now we 
possess a map, on the scale of one inch to the mile, as beautifully and accurately 
executed as the Ordnance map of England. In the course of the Survey, 172 of the 
missing Biblical sites were recovered and fixed. 

4. THe ARCHZOLOGICAL WorK OF M. CLERMONT-GANNEAU.—Among the illus- 
trations of the Bible furnished by. this learned archeologist may be mentioned the 
Discovery of the Stone Zoheleth, the Inscriptions at Tell Jezer (Gezer), the Inscribed 
Stone of Herod’s Temple, the ‘‘ Vase of Bezetha,” the ancient Jewish cemeteries at 
Jerusalem and Jaffa, &c. The famous Moabite Stone, the Inscribed Stone at the Pool 
of Siloam, the -Hamath Inscriptions, and the Cromlechs and Dolmens of Moab, are 
additional archeological discoveries of incomparable importance due to other. 
explorers. Casts and drawings of these may be seen in the collection of the Fund. 

5. FrvE HunDRED SQuaRE MILEs of the country east of Jordan were surveyed by 
Major Conder, R. E., and the results published in a companion volume to the Survey 
of Western Palestine. The Trans-Jordanic District is full of interest, and abounds 
with ruins of places Biblical and Classical. Among these ruins are most wonderful 
flelds of dolmens and stone circles. Major Conder has made drawings of these 
There are also special surveys of all the most important ruins in the district surveyed. 
A map of the Survey, reduced to the scale of one-third, is added to the volume, and 
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all Major Conder’s drawings and plans, numbering more than 350, have been engraved 
The Jaulfn, ’Ajlfiin, and part of the Hauran, embracing a district of fifteen hundred 
square miles, have been surveyed by Herr Schumacher, and the results published. 

6. THe GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF PALESTINE, BY Prov. E. Hutt, F. R. S., is pub 
lished in a separate volume. The geological facts brought forward throw new light 
on the route of the Exodus, and aiford conclusive proof that the Cities of the Plain 
are not under the waters of the Dead Sea. The Fauna and Flora of Sinai, Petra, and 
the Wiidy ’Arabah have been investigated by Mr. Chichester Hart, and the results 
published in a separate volume. 

7. INQUIRY INTO MANNERS AND CUSTOMS, PROVERBS, LEGENDS, TRADITIONS, &C.— 
Vivid light is often thrown upon whole classes of Scripture Texts by the accurate 
observation of the customs of the people. The Committee have made arrangements 
for conducting a scientific examination into these by means of questions drawn up 
with the assistance of the President of the Archeological Society, the Director of the 
Folk Lore Society, and others. A paper by Major Conder, R. E., on the first series of 
answers to these questions was published in the Quarterly Statement for July, 1889. 
Essays on the subject, by the Rev. Dr. Post and Mr. Bliss. a Paper on Jewish-Spanish 
Proverbs in use in the country, by Rev. J. E. Hanauer, and valuable papers on the 
Folk Lore, Religion and Customs of the Fellahin, by P. J. Baldensperger, Esq., have 
also been published. 

It cannot be too strongly urged that no time should be lost in pursuing these 
explorations, for the vandalism of the East, and the newly imported civilization of 
the West, together, are fast destroying whatever records of the past lie eaposed. 
Instances of this are the Siloam Inscription, which was cut out of its place and stolen 
(though happily the fragments were subsequently recovered), the doorway of a Syna- 
gogue in Upper Galilee, and the sculptured figures at Kana. 

A course of seven Lectures on the Objects and Work of the Fund, delivered in the 
spring of 1892, by Sir Charles Wilson, Major Conder, and other distinguished scholars 
and explorers, has been published in a small volume, entitled ‘‘The City and the 
Land,” the second edition of which, with plan of Jerusalem according to Josephus, is 
now ready. 

‘« Thirty Years’ Work” is a summary account of the work of the Fund from the 
beginning. It was prepared by Walter Besant and is fully illustrated. 

1. Susscripers of five dollars a year are entitled to receive— 

(1) Post free the ‘‘ Quarterly Statement,” which is the journal of the Society, and 
contains the reports of work done by its agents, and a record of all discoveries 
made in the Holy Land. 

(2) The maps published by the Society at a greatly reduced price. 

(3) Post free on first subscription, a copy of ‘‘ Thirty Years’ Work.” 

(4) Copies of the other books issued by the Society at reduced prices. 

2. Subscribers of $2.50 annually receive the ‘‘Quarterly Statements” free and are 
entitled to the books and maps at the reduced price. 


Subscriptions for the Palestine Exploration Fund are recorded in the Quarterly 
Statements and in Biblia. They should be sent to the undersigned, from whom 
books, casts, price lists, &c., can be obtained. Circulars giving full information sent 
on application to 


THEODORE F. WRIGHT, Pu. D., 


Houorary Secretary for tae United States. 


42 Quincy Street, Camoriage, Macc. 
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THE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN 


BOOK OF THE DEAD. 


Edited, with Introductory Chapters, by Dr. CHAS. H. 8S. DAVIS. 


This is not only the most ancient and most important of the religious texts which have 
come down to the present day, but itis the oldest book in the world, and, for 5,000 years its 
prayers and hymns and litanies were in use. The translation is from Pierret’s Livre des Morts, 
and is illustrated by the 79 plates of the Great Turin Papyrus, and the 20 plates of the Louvre 
Papyrus, in fac-simile by the photo-engraving process. 


TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


{.—The Religious Beliefs of Primitive | IV.—The Egyptian Pantheon. 
Peoples. | WV.—The Symbolism of the Book of the 
II.—The Religion of Ancient Egypt. | Dead. 
{Il1.—Animal Worship in Ancient Egypt. | VI.—Translation of the 167 Chapters, 


Third edition now ready. A prospectus sent on application. Published by 


G. P. PUTNAM’S SONS, 7°" **22"Sectora Street, Sivand, LONDON, W. 


A new and complete translation from the Arabic, with notes 
philological, exegetical, and explanatory. With introductory 
® chapters on Mohammed, Islam, and the Koran. 


y Dr. CHAS. H. 8S. DAVIS. 

After ten years’ labor this work is nearly completed. This will be the best translation for 
the English reader that has yet been made. he text has been closely followed, and it is 
accompanied with a very full commentary drawn principally from Arabic sources. 

Mohammed was one of the master minds of the world’s history, the founder of a nation and 
an empire, and one of the monotheistic creeds sprung from the Semitic race, one of the latest 
and most historic of the great religions of the world. The Koran is considered the “ Word of 
the Lord ” by over 200 millions of people on two continents, and has a large following ona third. 
The Koran should be read on account of the influence it has produced on the destinies of man- 
kind, and the power it still wields over so large a proportion of the human race, havin 
materially influenced the destinies of the larger portion of the civilized globe. The secon 
volume _ contain the Arabic text with a concordance and vocabulary. Each volume sold 
separately. 
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